Audit of antibiotic policy and wound infection in neck surgery.
Neck surgery on 100 consecutive patients in a unit with an established antibiotic policy was studied. An infection rate of 3% was recorded, comparing well with previously published studies. There were no major sequelae in the infected cases. A policy of no perioperative antibiotics for 'clean' surgery for benign disease, cefuroxime for 'clean' surgery for malignant disease and cefuroxime plus metronidazole for 'clean contaminated' surgery is vindicated.